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Abstract

This document updates the cost and schedule sections of the TOFp Pro-

posal.

1 Scope

The so-called TOFp SysTest-I has been underway since early June 1999. Actual
slats, PMTs, bases, and �nal electronics have all been exercised in concert under
realistic conditions. There were no surprises. No R&D remains. The adopted voltage
system performed well. The present FEE circuit (version 5) is unchanged except for
overall dimensions since version 2 of approximately February 1999. The rest of the

tray is conventional, and in many cases, exactly the same as the similar pieces of the
STAR-CTB.

A TOFp channel count per tray of forty-one (41) is the largest that is mechani-
cally conservative. The optimum arrangement was determined by developing detailed
AutoCAD drawings and by building a \fake TOFp" tray, which is shown in Figure

1. The dimensions of the fake slat asssemblies include the slat wrapping and are in
general conservative by �1mm in all directions.

The TOFp tray will consist of forty-one (41) slat assemblies and ten (10) FEE

boards. These assemblies are arranged in ten rows of either 4 or 5 slats assemblies per
row. Starting at �=0 and going out to �=1, there will be one row of �ve slats, then

nine rows of four slats. There is then plenty of space for internal cabling and elec-
tronics, as well as approximately 20cm of free space at the tray end to accommodate

the necessary feedthroughs.
The slat size, formulation, PMT type, time resolution, and other aspects of the

tray interior are all as described in the original proposal. [1] The utilities required

from STAR are described in Ref. [2]. The only di�erences between design of the full

system as originally proposed and the design at present are the following.

� The CW high voltage system of V. Astakhov et al. was adopted. [4] This

removes the need for the development and construction of these bases at Rice,
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Figure 1: Shown in the left frame is a fake TOFp slat assembly on the left and an
actual �nal TOFp assembly slat on the right. Shown in the right frame is the fake
TOFp tray loaded with 45 fake slat assemblies and the �nal foam wedges giving the
correct slat angle distribution. Also, seen on the left in this frame is a preliminary
cooling loop.

and practically it also removes the need for an interface between TOFp and
STAR Slow Controls. Speci�cally, the items no longer needed are the HDLC
mother and mezzanine boards inside the tray, as well as the the TOFp Radstone
board and TOFp-dedicated VME crate on the platform. The HVSys cells are

smaller, less ponderous, lower power, competitively priced, and can be produced
quickly.

� Results obtained on the amplitude and timing cross talk for the proposed
Amphenol FlatCoax cable indicate such a choice is acceptable, but marginally

so, if every channel in this cable is \active." More conservative alternatives for

the long signal cables are FlatCoax with \empty" conductors between active
conductors, or singly-stranded coax such as RG-58/U or one of the RG-62's.

There is no di�erence in cost between these alternatives. The only di�erences
regard the cross sectional area needed to allow the passage through STAR of

�80 channels of the given cable type. This is thus entirely an integration issue,
with RG-58/U coaxial cable (�<18 dB/100m at 200 MHz and v=0.66c) being

the most conservative overall considering the attenuation, cross talk, signal
velocity, and cross sectional area.

� We no longer believe it is physics- or cost-e�ective to implement a TOFp

system without the presence in STAR of a detector than can provide high-

resolution electronic \starts." Discussed in the proposal [1] is the TOFp per-

formance given only ZDC starts (�TDC�250ps-1ns) and an o�ine correction
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based on the TOFp information. Such a system works only in the most central

Au+Au collisions, and only after the tedious o�ine correction. Based on dis-

cussions with many in STAR, we believe that a simple and highly conventional

\psuedo-VPD" (pVPD) could be constructed for less than �10 k$ and trivially

installed outside of STAR. Such a detector would allow the TOFp to perform

e�ciently over a much larger range of impact parameters and without the need

for the painstaking o�ine start correction. We thus make our strongest pos-

sible request that such a pVPD be supported if the TOFp is supported. No

money is requested for pVPD components - all pVPD costs are already covered

via contributions from collaborating institutions. There are a number of highly

capable STAR collaborators outside of the core TOFp teams that have already

expressed an interest in the bringing the pVPD to reality. The TOFp FEE are,

as is, highly applicable for pVPD FEE and extremely compact. Commercial

equipment-pool electronics are also a highly applicable alternative if there is
su�cient space near each of the two pVPD arms to place one mini-NIM bin.

� There has been a large boost to the manpower available to the project
via the joining of two groups from Wuhan and Beijing, China, represented by
Prof. LIU Lianshou of IOPP/CCNU. This group has agreed to provide both

the hardware and software for the interface between TOFp and STAR's TRG

and DAQ systems, as well as twenty-�ve (25) Hamamatsu R5946 PMTs. New
manpower in the area of TOFp software has been proposed by Declan Keane's
group at Kent State. The same group is also contributing 4k$ towards pVPD
detector hardware, which should cover the pVPD scintillator and shields. New
manpower at Rice for TOFp (at least a portion of a new PostDoc position) is

also foreseen, supplementing the already large TOF group there. The remainder
of the TOFp Group as listed on the original proposal also remain on-board and
dedicated to installation in March, 2000.

The costs for the TOFp System, including the contributions from the collaborating
institutions but excluding all of the (completed) R&D funded as part of SysTest-I,
are described in Section 2. The schedule is presented in Section 3.
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Figure 3: A rendered perspective view of the �lled TOFp tray from AutoCAD. The

sides and top of the tray, as well as the HVSys bus cable, are not shown.
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2 Cost

In this section, we discuss the costs. These are summarized in Table 1. The contin-

gency assumed for some items is shown between the parentheses in this table.

No R&D remains. The costs listed are for the construction of the �nal pieces

only. All \pre-production" costs have already been covered by the SysTest-I funding.

The slat assembly construction, testing, and tray construction are all performed by

physicists.

The actual installation cost for 120 trays of STAR CTB was zero dollars, excluding

physicists' hours. [5] Thus, the installation cost of one (1) TOFp tray is also zero

dollars. The TOFp installation will also be done entirely by physicists.

The possibility of purchasing all �45 PMTs via the Beijing/Wuhan connection to

Hamamatsu should be considered, as apparently these PMTs are somewhat cheaper

via their Hamamatsu contacts. However, if such an arrangement requires inordinate
amounts of bureaucracy to implement, the cost savings would quite easily be o�set
by time penalties, which are absolutely not tolerable at this point.

The costs for the components for a pVPD detector are included in the table. As
discussed elsewhere and above, we feel it is not reasonable to implement a TOFp
without a pVPD. No additional money is requested for the pVPD. Contributions
from collaborating institutions will provide the scintillator, shields, cables, and simple
clam-shell mounting pieces. All other pVPD components are obtained at no cost from

previous experiments or from equipment pools such as HEEP.

3 Schedule

In this section, we present the schedule. This is depicted with all logical relationships
shown in Figure 4.

The tray will be constructed at Rice University. The manpower for this construc-
tion already exists. All jigs and other construction infrastructure are already in place.
The platform components and the interfaces are being constructed at BNL and in
China by the Wuhan/Beijing collaborators. The manpower for this construction al-

ready exists. As the FEE design is �nal, the FEE fabrication will be shopped out.

The HVSys cells will be produced in Dubna. The other electronics are commercial
and in hand.

The assumed installation window begins any time after the �rst week of March
2000. Approximately one week is required for installation.

The critical path is de�ned primarily by the 2 month delivery time of the Hama-

matsu PMTs. A staged PMT delivery would be bene�cial, and would certainly be
insisted on during negotiations with Hamamatsu. It should be mentioned that the
Wuhan/Beijing collaborators have proposed that they purchase 25 such PMTs. If

there is preliminary approval for the project by mid-October, 1999, we would request

that the Wuhan/Beijing PMT order be placed as soon as possible. This would allow

slat assemblies to be constructed and tested at Rice while waiting the the remaining
�20 PMTs to be delivered.
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Likewise, it may result in a cost savings if certain DAQ interface components (from

Kinetics Corp.) that are to be contributed by the Wuhan/Beijing groups are in fact

purchased in the US. By the same token however, while we encourage such funding

creativity if it can result in signi�cant cost savings, such tricks cannot be allowed to

cause additional delays in the project.

The schedule lists the installation of the pVPD at the same time as the TOFp in-

stallation. As the pVPD is exterior to STAR, the pVPD could in principle be installed

anytime earlier as well. The core TOFp group is not responsible for constructing the

pVPD detector elements. Others in STAR are already in place for this. The pVPD

electronics are trivial and can easily be handled by the TOFp Group if necessary.
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Table 1: The cost for the TOFp System, including contributions from collaborating

institutions. The contingency assumed for certain items is shown between parenthe-

ses. The costs shown in italics are the costs of contributed items.

Item Source Quantity Labor Equipment

($) ($)

Tray Interior

Tray hardware Oaks Precision 1 0 1000(25%)

BC420 slats Bicron 45(4) 0 3465(10%)

Foam/Glue/Wrapping various 0 875(25%)

R5946 PMTsy Hamamatsu 25 0 27500

R5946 PMTs Hamamatsu 20(4) 0 26400(20%)

FEE Boards Rice v.5 12(2)

Parts 0 5520(20%)

Stu�/Testx 3750(25%) 0

Cable assys Amphenol 12(2) 0 2000(25%)

Feedthroughs various 0 200(25%)

Cables

RG-58/U Coaxial Belden 80 0 6720(20%)

Low voltage Newark 1 0 200(25%)

HVSys

Cells Astakhov et al. 45(4) 0 4500(20%)

System Modulez Astakhov et al. 1 0 3000(20%)

Platform

Patch Panel Rice 1 0 3000(20%)

CAMAC Crate HEEP 1 0 0

NIM Bin & logic HEEP 1 0 0

P/S 708 Disc HEEP 6(2) 0 0

LRS ADC & TDC HEEP 6(2) ea. 0 0

3470 24bit I/Oy Kinetics 1 0 1000

3972 Crate controller, 8MBy Kinetics 1 0 11000

2961 Host adaptery Kinetics 1 0 9000

2306 CPU, 32MBy Motorola 1 0 3000

Trigger TCD Board LBNL 1 0 4200(20%)

Installation

Shipping Rice 500(20%) 0

pVPD

Detectorsyy 18(2) 0 4000

Mountingzz 2 0 1000

RG-58/U Coaxialzz Belden 40(4) 0 1200

FEE HEEP (or Rice v.5) 18(2) ch 0 0

Totals 4250 118780

Total 123030

Total, excluding contributions 65330

Total per channel,{ excluding contributions 1452

y Contribution from IOPP/CCNU et al., Wuhan and Beijing, China.
yy Contribution from Kent State University, Kent, Ohio.
zz Contribution from Rice University, Houston, Texas.
z One HVSys System Module (to be the backup) is already in hand.
x 25$ per hour for FEE stu�/test was assumed.
{ 45 channels constructed was assumed, 41 of these are installed in the TOFp tray.
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Figure 4: The TOFp timeline since the proposal and up to installation of the com-
pleted TOFp tray in STAR in the �rst week of March, 2000. The tasks are labelled

by the number of working days to complete, of which there are �ve per (40 hr) week.
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